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WINCHENDON-- In a press conference today, Congressman John Olver                (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. Department of Veterans                Affairs (VA) will provide one-hundred percent federal funding for                the construction of the State Veterans Cemetery in Winchendon.              

As a member of the House Appropriations Committee, Congressman                Olver strongly supported the VA°s State Cemetery Grant Program.                 Congressman Olver advocated for increases in the State Veteran°s                Cemetery account, full federal funding for the construction of state                cemeteries, and requested priority consideration for the Winchendon                site.              

œAs a nation, we have a strong obligation to our men and women                who served in the armed forces,” Olver said.  œI am pleased                that the federal government has made a pledge to the veterans of                North Central Massachusetts by providing an additional burial option                for the veterans and their families.”              

œThis project is the result of much hard work and cooperation between                local, state and federal government,” Olver remarked.              

The estimated cost of this project is $8 million dollars and is                expected to be completed by the summer of 2001.  The federal                funding will be used for design, engineering and construction costs,                including the initial furnishings, fixtures, and equipment needed                to make the cemetery fully operational.              

Full federal funding for state cemeteries nationwide is the result                of the Veterans Benefits Improvement Act of 1998.  In addition                to cemetery funding, this law also provided cost of living adjustments                for veterans in 1999 and improved education and employment opportunities                for eligible veterans.             
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